Symposium on

Strengthening Emergency Preparedness and Response in the Asia-Pacific Region

in Conjunction with the 10th Anniversary of the UNHCR eCentre



Organizers:    Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan
                         United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
                                                                                  Representation in Japan

Supported by:  Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
Date/Time:     Thursday, 10 June 2010, 13:30-17:30
Venue:             United Nations University,  U-Thant Hall, 
                          5-53-70 Jingumae, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo, Japan.
Language:        Japanese and English (Simultaneous interpretation provided)
To RSVP, fill out the attached form and FAX 03-3499-2272 or send it to jpntosym@unhcr.org  by Friday 4 June. 

■■■ Programme ■■■
Part I (13:30-15:15) 
Moderator:  Mr. Hatsuhisa Takashima, President, Japan International Broadcasting Inc. 
13:30 - 　Welcome Remarks: 
　　　　     Mr. Johan Cels, Representative, UNHCR Representation in Japan

13:35 -     Opening Remarks: 
                 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan 

13:50 -     Keynote Speech: 
                 Mr. John Holmes, United Nations Under-Secretary-General for
                                                                  Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator
14:10 -     Keynote Speech: 
                 Mrs. Sadako Ogata, President, Japan International Cooperation Agency
14:30 -     Speech: 
                  Mr. Mohamed Amin Awad, Director, Division of Emergency, 
                                                                                                          Security and Supply, UNHCR HQs
14:45 -     Discussion among Keynote Speakers followed by Q &A
**Short Break(15:15 -)**
Part II (15:30-17:30)   Panel Discussion on
“Strengthening Emergency Preparedness and Response
in the Asia-Pacific Region and Japan’s Role”

Moderator: Mr. Noriyuki Wakisaka, Editorial Writer, The Asahi Shimbun
Panelist: 
･Ms. Yukie Osa、Chairperson of the Board, Association for Aid and Relief, Japan
･Mr. Takehiro Kagawa, Deputy Director General, Middle Eastern and African Affairs 　
  Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan
･Mr. Satoshi Sugai, Director, International Relief Division, International Relations 　
  Department, Japanese Red Cross Society  (TBC)
･Mr. Terje Skavdal, Director, Regional Office, UNOCHA Bangkok
･Mr. Michael Dell’Amico, eCentre Coordinator, UNHCR Tokyo


Commentator: 
Mr. Mohamed Amin Awad, Director, Division of Emergency,
                                                                                                        Security and Supply, UNHCR HQs


15:30 - Introduction by the Moderator
15:40 - Presentation by Panelists (10 min x 5)
16:30 - Discussions and Q & A facilitated by a moderator
17:20 - Closing Remarks
**End of the programme(17:30 -)**
M.C.: Mr. Shinji Kubo, Senior External Relations Officer, UNHCR Representation in Japan





Objectives





The Asia-Pacific region accounts for a third of the world’s on-going conflicts resulting in over 6 million refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs).  In Sri Lanka, Nepal and Timor Leste, internal violence caused major humanitarian emergencies in recent years. Afghanistan remains plagued by one of the world’s most complex humanitarian crises, and Pakistan has emerged as a major security concern for humanitarian workers.  The Korean Peninsula remains a potential locus of tensions.





The Asia-Pacific is also the most disaster-affected region with 40 percent of the world’s registered disasters taking place between 2000 -2008. Furthermore, emerging trends such as population growth, urbanization and climate change are creating new vulnerabilities and risks. 





Against this background, effective emergency preparedness and response capacity are a top policy priority.  However, there are a number of visible and critical constraints.  They include i) limited regional resource and operational capacities to respond to emergencies, ii) lack of awareness of international standards in responding to people affected by emergencies, iii) shrinking humanitarian space and weakening respect for humanitarian principles exposing humanitarian staff and organizations to increasing security threats, and iv) growing emphasis on national sovereignty in responding to transnational challenges.  Furthermore, coordination among all actors has been problematic due to varying mandates and operating modalities, combined with competition for visibility and donor resources.  





On the occasion of the 10th anniversary of UNHCR’s Regional Centre for Emergency Training in International Humanitarian Response (eCentre) based in Tokyo, the high-level symposium will serve as a unique opportunity to explore how to effectively strengthen emergency preparedness and response capacity in the Asia-Pacific Region, which is one of the policy priorities of Japan.  The key objectives of the symposium are:





Identify and discuss emerging challenges and issues affecting emergency preparedness and response in the Asia-Pacific region;


Share ideas and promote understanding of successful approaches and good practices in response to these challenges, including the eCentre’s contribution in the area of capacity development;


Explore other possibilities for further strengthening regional emergency preparedness and the role of Japan. 
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